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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election with traverse of Species II (claims 15-21) in the reply filed on 
10/21/2005 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that all of species are 
sufficiently related that a thorough and complete search for species would necessarily 
encompass a thorough and complete search for the non-elected species. This is not 
found persuasive because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wiklund (5,229,828). 

With respect to claim 15, Wiklund discloses a remote unit A (fig 4) associated 
with a multi-dimensional measuring system B (fig 4) comprising: a target (car, fig 4) in 
communication with a tracking unit A (fig 4) of the multi-dimensional measuring system; 
a probe assembly 34 (fig 4) coupled to the target (car, fig 4), the probe assembly 
comprises a probe tip 35 (fig 4), a probe stem 34 (fig 4), and a probe base 23 (fig 4), 
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wherein the probe tip is configured to reach locations 35 (fig 4) not within a line of sight 
between the tracking unit A (fig 4) and the target (car, fig 4). 

Wiklund does not disclose the target being capable of making pitch, yaw, and roll 
movements. However, it would have been obvious to modify Wiklund with a mechanical 
means to make the target being capable of making pitch, yaw and roll movements to 
measure different points on the target. 

With respect to claims 16-19, Wiklund discloses measuring angular positions 
between the positioning-determining unit and the main measuring station (column 9, 
lines 20-26 and column 10, lines 45-50). However, Wiklund does not disclose 
measuring a first or second angular position or an axial position of the probe tip relative 
to the probe base as claimed. It would have been obvious to modify Wiklund with a 
measuring unit or an encoder to measure the position of the probe tip relative to the 
probe base as claimed to use the system in different environments. 

With respect to claim 20, the skill artisan would have been motivated to modify 
Wiklund with a trigger configured to effect one or more measurements associated with a 
location touched by the probe tip to perform a plurality of measurements at a same time 
to save the testing time. 
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With respect to claim 21, Wiklund discloses providing an arrangement (or a touch 
sensor) for detecting when the tip 35 (fig 4) is in contact with the object (column 5, lines 
65-68; column 6, lines 1-2). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tu T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2424. The examiner can normally be reached on T-F 7:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Toatley Jr. can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext. 77. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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